



i, Yugoslav FiL confer 

XGRADE,' Ffeb- 4 <R). — Mr. Faruk Kaddoumi, chief 
Si> the political. department of the Palestine Liberation 
^ Utilisation (PLO), discussed the M iddle East situation 
th Yugoslav Foreign Minister MflosMinic here today, 
r. Kaddoumi, who flew here last night for an unan- 
unced visit, had a first round of talks with Mr. Minic 
'mediately after. arrival The situation in Lebanon, the 
sltion of the PLO there, international initiatives for a 
.aceful solution of the Middle East conflict and recon- 
ning of the Geneva Middle East Peace Conference we- 
;» . the ro? *° topics during dis c u ssi o n s today, officials 
Jjfi.v.M. Mr. Kadctoomi and Mr. Minic also exchanged views 
• the current visit .by United Nations Secretary General 
Waldheim to -the Middle East, they added. 
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Grenade attack in Beirut suburb 

BEIRUT, Feb. 4 (R). — Two men attacked an Arab peace 
force post early today with a hand grenade, and one of 
the assailants was injured when the troops fired at them, 
a peace force source said. The source said the injured 
man was taken to hospital and the other attacker was 
arrested. Investigation into the incident, which took 
place at the Hazmieh suburb of Beirut, was continuing, 
the source said. 

Meanwhile in Washington, President Carter nomin- 
ated Mr. Richard Parker, now the U.S. Ambassador to 
Algeria, as ambassador to Lebanon, Mr. Parker is a 
foreign service officer and would succeed Mr. Francis 
Meloy, who was murdered in Beirut last year. Mr. Car- 
ter said he would send Mr. Parker’s nomination to the 
Senate sh ortly. 
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PAVING THE WAY TO GENEVA •• Egyptian President Anwar Sadat (right) talks with UN. Secretary General Kurt Waldhei m in 
Cairo Friday on the resumption of the Arab-Israeli talks in Geneva. (AP wirephoto). 


. *i.O, Feb. 4 (R). — Egypt 
. Syria, the two biggest ml- 
powers in the Arab Wo- 
:oday announced the for- 
-.m of a unified political 

- - land setting the seal on 
1 ^ie after more than a year 
v'ttagonlsm. 

■ .j 'fsident Anwar Sadat of 
t and President Hafez As- 
rf Syria issued decrees in 

- respective capitals nam- 
. heir representatives in the 
‘nand .which is designed to 

. iinate policy, the Middle 
v News Agency (MENA) re- 
• ' '.sd. 

;e 10-man body consists of 
" presidents, their deputies, 
— .e ministers, foreign minis- 
V?^-n?and defence ministers. 

• — > ! ! 3r' ■■ 

- pe announcement followed 

- - jHort visit to Cairo yester- 
- -^by Syrian Foreign Minister: 

' VtSfl Halim Khaddam who 
President Sadat a. mes- 
|[fram Prqpident Asad. * 

- *ist year, Egypt and Syria 

sred sharply over handling 
Middle East crisis and the 
.. war in Lebanon. 

tt . . • t 

decision to set up the . 
was made last De- 
,.hag - ^Presidepf .Assad - 
"visit tp Egypt ~ 

| the tine, Egyptian Foreign 
Ismail Fahmi said the 
would lay down the 
ition of. “union . between 
and Syria,” and the pre- 
s said they had discu s sed 
to consolidate the “march ' 
inis unify". 

presidents left the form 

- Tiinkm 'open. but said joint 
' vjrmittees, reporting to- the 
..^imapd, would study consti- 
•:xmal defence, national se- 
--tty, foreign affairs, infonna- 

t , finance and economy, edu- 
■ — on and other affairs. 

-resides the two presidents, 
members of the unified- 
lmond are : Egyptian Vice 
* ^Jlsident Husni Mubarak and 
Secretary General of 
Syrian Booth Party Abdid- 
Ahmar;^Premiers Mam do uh 
em (Egypt) and . Abdul Ra- 
‘ an Khleifawi (Syria), Fore- 
Ministers Ismail Fahmi 
. ypt) and Abdul Halim Kha- 
im (Syria) and Defence 
listers Abdul Ghani Gama - 
' (Egypt) and Mustafa Tlas 
■ria). 


On Middle East, ties with Africa 

Rabin pays surprise visit 
to Geneva to confer with 
Ivory Coast president 


GENEVA, Feb. 4 (R). — Isra- 
eli Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra- 
bin flew to Geneva today for 
a secret three-hour meeting 
with Ivory Coast President Fe- 
lix Houphouet-Boigny, who is 
believed to be playing a med- 
iation role in Middle East pea- 
ce moves. 

Observers here believed the 
west African President briefed 
"Mr.. Rabin" on the latest views 
of the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganisation (PLO). 

. On Wednesday of last week, 
PLO representatives visited Pr- 
esident Houphouet-Boigny who 
has a villa in Geneva, to del- 
iver personal message from 
their chief Mr. Yasser Arafat 

A joint communique issued 
by the French-speaking West 
African, state’s* mission , here, 
after todays meeting said both 
sides believed peace efforts in 
the Middle East should be ba- 
sed on existing United Nations 
resolutions. 

Mr. Rabin later flew home 
aboard an executive jet less 
than 24 hours after leaving for 
Geneva, 

In an Israeli Television inter- 
view after the meeting, Mr. Ra- 
bin, said he considered the talks 
to be part of IsraeTs efforts to 
renew diplomatic ties with Afr- 
ican countries which were se- 
vered after the 1973 Middle 
East War. 

Asked whether such meet- 
ings could also aid in the ar- 
ranging of talks between Arab 
countries and Israel, he said he 
was less optimistic on that po- 
int than on the possible re- 
sumption of the African ties. 

Israeli sources said Mr. Ra- 
bin told the Ivory Coast pre- 
sident that he; did not expect 
peace moves in the Middle East 
to take shape before Septem- 
ber. This was because of forth- 
coming visits to the area by 
leading politicians and the Is- 
raeli elections in May, the so- 
urces said. 


U.S. east coast faces 
hreat of renewed arctic 
weather conditions 


2W YORK, Feb. 4 (R). - The 
„ stem coast of the United Sta- 
. - "' 3 , which, has been hit by the 
,orst winter this century, fa- 
l ;. r d the threat' today of rene- 
»d arctic weather .after a res- 
: l.fte from the blizzarcte andfri- 
r ' i temperatures; : ", 

v More snow was predicted for 
, ’ e beleaguered city of Buffa- 
- . New York, still digging out 
bm under more than r 42S cm 
70 in) that have fallen since 
et; i. -y : , “ 

‘Thousands of people- have 
-•eo stranded in their ' homes 
id thousands more may be 
randed if the snow fall is ap- 
reciable,” said a spokesman 
ir' Mayor Stanley Makowdd 
,f Buffalo. 

The National Weather Sern- 
3 said a fresh surge of arctic 
ir threatened to cover most 
f country’s eastern half by 
mjprrow. About 1.5 million 
onexicans have- been thrown 
.ut of work by the vicious we- 
ther and a resulting energy 
risis. 

■/' North of the. border in Ca- 
Ada, a new snow storm hit 
outhere areas. of Ontario after 
. short spell of relatively bal- 
ny. weather in the province. 
Some schools were- dosed and 
aigbways blocked by the drift- 
er ng snow. -, - - 

. A number of buildings -In 
, 'ii' Buffalo have ooRapsed under 
. v the weight of piled-up . snow 
.-.and tee., j ' 

The combined of -raw 


removal and property damage 
since Jan. 17 in Erie County, 
of which Buffalo forms a ma- 
jor part, has reached $27 mil- 
lion, a county official said. 

In much of America’s mid- 
west, supplies of natural gas 
continued to dwindle. 

So far 19 states have been 
affected by the gas shortage. 
Factories in Illinois ana India- 
na, the latest states to feel the 
shortage, have had to shut 
down. . _ . 

President Carter’s son Chip 
visited Buffalo today as the 
- city appealed for more federal 
government aid. 

The Carter administration is 
speeding the passage of west 
coast gas to the east via a pip- 
eline across Texas. 

Federal officials conceded 
that the new flow of gas was 
not enough to get the east th- 
rough its present crisis, but 
they were hopeful that further 
emergency supplies would foll- 
ow. 

In Ontario, the weather off- 
ice said a temperature of one 
degree centigrade (34 fahren- 
belt) recorded yesterday in the 
city of St Catharines was the 
first reading above zero repor- 
ted in the province this year. 

Various American cities have 
sent snow clearing equipment 
to Buffalo to replace ploughs 
which have- broken (town in 
thejblizzards. But many stalled 
and buried cars hampered the 
clean-up operations. • ■ 


The sources said Mr. Rabin 
explained Israel’s views on sol- 
ving the Palestinian problem. 

They quoted him as saying 
he felt Egypt and Syria were 
becoming increasingly aware 
of the role the United States 
could play in resolving the Mid- 
dle East issue. Mr. Rabin also 
stresssd the importance of the 
forthcoming visit to the Mid- 
dle East by U.S. Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance, the sources 
said. 

In his Israeli TV interview, 
broadcast in Tel Aviv, Mr. Ra- 
bin said he believed Israel 
“must make an effort to renew 
ties with leaders of African co- 
untries and with as many cou- 
ntries as possible in Africa.” 
."The best way, in the initial 
stage, is contacts on the high- 
est level to clarify positions and 
exchange ideas... this way we 
will be able to return to Afri- 
ca,” he said. 

The communique said Mr. 
Rabin and the president had a 
"profound exchange of views" 
on the Middle East situation 
and about diplomatic efforts 
undertaken in favour of peace 
in the region. 

"They agreed that dialogue 
is the best way of obtaining 


200,000 

Ethiopean 


ADDIS ABABA, Feb. 4 (R). — 
An estimated 200,000 people 
jammed Revolution Square here 
today to cheer Lt.-CoL Mengis- 
tu Haile-Mariam, victor in a 
bloody power struggle among 
Ethiopia's military rulers. 

Col. Mengistu, now reinforc- 
ed as the country's leader, ac- 
cused Sudan and Saudi Arabia 
of supporting the government’s 
enemies and called for the ar- 
ming of the people to protect 
the 28-month-old Ethiopian re- 
volution. 

The head of state, Brig-Gen- 
Teferi Bante, was slain yester- 
day, along with two young cap- 
tains who recently attempted 
to curb Col. Mengistu's autho- 
rity. 


See CoL Mengistu 
asserts his authority - p. 6 


After a gunbattle around the 
headquarters of the ruling Mi- 
litary Council, the official ra- 
dio announced that Gen. Te- 
feri and six others were exe- 
cuted for attempting a coup 
against the revolution. 

The government announced 
today that four supporters of 
Col. Mengistu also died in yes- 
terday’s fighting. They were 
Dr. Sennaye Likey, a civilian 
closely associated with the co- 
lonel. Lt.-Col. Daniel Asfaw, a 
member of the ruling council, 
and two soldiers. 

Gen. Teferi was figurehead 
chairman of the ruling Military 
Council - - the Dergue. The ar- 
my seized power here in April 
1974, toppling emperor Haile 
Selassie, who later died in cap- 
tivity. 

CoL Mengistu, the First Vice 
Chairman of the Dergue, is now 
in both fact and title, the lead- 
er of Ethiopia. 

The chanting, high-spirited 
marchers who converged on 
Revolution Square today wav- 
ed banners and Ethiopian flags. 
Some of' the slogans attacked 
"American imperialism” and 
declared that "Nimeirl (Suda- 
nese President) will meet his 
doom.” , 

Observers estimated the 
crowd at 200,000 people. 

CoL Mengistu was not ac- 
companied at the rally by the 


peace in the region.'' it added. 

News of the meeting came 
as a surprise to observers here. 
There had been no advance 
word that Mr. Rabin was fly- 
ing to Geneva. 

Today's communique said the 
dialogue, which the two sides 
advocated as the best method 
to achieve peace should be ba- 
sed on U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 of 1967 
and 1973 respectively. 

The communique said Presi- 
dent Houphouet-Boigny also 
discussed “the role of African 
countries in international af- 
fairs.” 

The Ivory Coast was now 
clearly coming out in favour of 
Israeli views on the area after 
several years of giving Israel 
only discreet support in inter- 
national forums, the observers 
said. 

The Ivory Coast broke off 
diplomatic relations with Is- 
rael, together with most Afri- 
can states, following the 1973 
war. 

But relations in many fields 
continued to be close and the 
Ivory Coast was generally con- 
sidered among the two or three 
African nations still very close 
to Israel. 


King Hnssein 
will visit 
Damascus 
Sunday 


AMMAN, Feb. 4 (R). — His 
Majesty King Hussein will pay 
a one-day visit to Damascus 
on Sunday to discuss the Mid- 
dle East situation with Syria's 
President Hafez Assad, the Ro- 
yal Court anounced here today. 

Their meeting will follow 
President Assad’s talks tomor- 
row with United Nations Se- 
cretary General Kurt Wald- 
heim, who is seeking ways of 
reviving the Geneva peace con- 
ference. 

The Royal Court said Kingl 
Hussein and President Assadl 
would have important talks on 
unifying their positions and or-| 
ganising common action in the 
light of political developments. 

Dr. Waldheim is due to lea-! 
ve Damascus on Sunday to go 
to Riyadh. He is scheduled to| 
fly to Amman on Tuesday af 
ter visiting Lebanon. 

Lebanese President Elias Sar- 
kis was In Damascus two days 
ago to concert the positions of) 
Lebanon and Syria. President; 
Assad sent Foreign Minister! 
Abdul Halim Khaddam to Cairo 
yesterday to confer with Egyp- 
tian leaders. 


demonstrators cheer 
victor, Col. Mengistu 


Dergue's second vice chairman, 
Lt.-Col. Atnafu Abate, although 
the number two man returned 
to Addis Ababa from a provin- 
cial visit today. The two men 
are reported to have had bit- 
ter differences. 

Col. Mengistu told the crowd 
that those executed had delay- 
ed the arming of the people 
meant to protect the socialist 
revolution. 

He also backed the extension 
of democratic rights to the 
masses and urged the formation 
of a workers' party. 

The coL attacked President 
Jaafar Nimeiri of the Sudan for 
his recent open declaration of 
support for the secessionist 


pro- 


guerrillas in the Red Sea 
vince of Eritrea. 

He said that, except for 
South Yemen, Ethiopia had no 
friends in the region, and ac- 
cused Saudi Arabian royalists 
and anti -Communist reactiona- 
ries in Sudan of supporting an- 
ti-government elements here. 

Other speakers led chants of 
condemnation for the under- 
ground Marxist Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Party (EP- 
RP) and the rightwing Ethiop- 
ian Democratic Union (EDU). 

The city itself was calm to- 
day. But a 9 p.m. curfew intro- 
duced last night after the gun- 
battle at the Dergue’s head- 
quarters has not been lifted. 


Karamanlis: Middle East 
settlement must include 
total Israeli withdrawal 


ATHENS. Feb. 4 (R). — Prime 

Minister Constantine Karaman- 
lis said today a Middle East se- 
ttlement must include Israel’s 
evacuation of all Arab territ- 
ories occupied after 1967, res- 
toration of the rights of Pal- 
estinians and a guarantee of 
frontiers. 

The prime minister, speaking 
at a dinner for ambassadors 
from Arab countries, said there 
were indications that the Mid- 
dle East problem was enter- 
ing a new phase. 

“I hope that all those who 
play a role in the problem will 
show sincerity and courage In 
order to put an end to the 
drama of the Palestinians and 
to restore peace in that trou> 
bled area.” he said. 

Premier Karamanlis said that 
after World war Two, Arab 
countries had embarked on a 
great struggle.. 

"They were called on to pro- 
tect the just interests of one 
of their brethren people, the 
Palestinians, who lost their 


homes and became refugees in 
nearby Arab countries,” the 
premier said. 

"During that crucial period 
Greece stood by the side of its 
old friends ... We have the 
privilege to claim that we have 
been the first to stand by your 
side,” Mr. Karamanlis said. 

Mr. Karamanlis said Greece 
was in favour of a speedy and 
just solution of the Middle East 
problem. 

“We believe that in order to 
be just and viable, the solution 
should provide .for the evacu- 
ation of all Arab territories 
occupied after 1967, the res- 
toration of the rights of the 
Palestinians and the guarantee 
of the frontiers and the safe- 
guard of the rights of all peo- 
ple in the area to live in peace 
and security,” Mr. Karamanl is 
said. f 

Ambassadors attending the 
dinner came from Lebanon, E- 
gypt, Tunisia, Syria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Jordan, Libya and 
Iraq. 


Waldheim is in Syria 

Geneva is not the only possibility 
he says before leaving Cairo 


DAMASCUS, Feb. 4 (Agencies). 

— United Nations Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim stres- 
sed today that he set great sto- 
re on a meeting he is due to 
have with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad when he arrived 
in Damascus from Cairo on the 
second leg of a Middle East 
peace-seeking tour. 

Dr. Waldheim is to begin 
talks with Syrian Foreign Mi- 
nister Abdul Halim Khaddam 
this evening and is to confer 
with President Assad tomor- 
row. 

There were signs however 
that Dr. Waldheim might be 
encountering difficulties early 
in his mission to revive the Ge- 
neva Middle East peace confe- 
rence. 

He gave what could have 
been a hint at the problems of 
his mission when he told re- 
porters before leaving Cairo 
that the Geneva conference 
was not the only way to ma- 
ke progress towards peace in 
the Middle East. 

"There are certainly other 
possibilities,” he said. 


WALDHEIM, 
ARAFAT 
MEETING FIXED 

DAMASCUS, Feb. 4 (R). — 
United Nations Secretary Ge- 
neral Kurt Waldheim arrang- 
ed today to meet Yasser Ara- 
fat, leader of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation. 

A Palestinian spokesman said 
the two men would meet later 
tonight or tomorrow, and dis- 
cuss Palestinian participation 
in the Geneva peace conferen- 
ce. 

The Palestinian spokesman 
said the Geneva conference 
should work towards establish- 
ing an independent Palestinian 
state without recognition or pe- 
ace with Israel. 


Dr. Waldheim said the major 
stumbling block facing the Ge- 
neva talks was the question of 
the presence there of the Pa- 
lestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) headed by Mr. Yasser 
Arafat. 

An Israeli Foreign Ministry 
official said today that his 
country would not be pushed 
to the conference, which has 
been stalled for three years, 
under the terms of a U.N. Ge- 
neral Assembly call for the 
PLO to participate. 

Dr. Waldheim told question- 
ers in the Egyptian capital to- 
day that he hoped to progress 
towards a clarification of views 
that would speed resumption 
of Arab-Israeli negotiations. 
The problem holding up - the 
talks was procedural, he said. 

Asked about the possibility 
of PLO participation at Gene- 
va under another name, the 
U.N. secretary general noted 
that resolution by the world 
organisation confirmed that the 


PLO should Lake pan ar.i that 
the Ujq. Security Council had 
invited the PLO to take parr 
in -its debates. 

They were still seeking a so- 
lution to the question of PLO 
representation in Geneva, Dr. 
Waldheim told newsmen in 
Cairo. 

He said his talks earlier to- 
day with Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat were vefy frank. 
His discussions in Cairo had 
been important, he said. 

Syria has been at pains to 
coordinate the attitudes of the 
four confrontation states. Ap- 
art from Mr. Khaddam's visit 
to Cairo, Lebanese President 
Elias Sarkis was here on Wed- 
nesday and King Hussein of 
Jordan is due on Sunday. 

Mr. Waldheim flies to Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday. Lebanon or. 
Monday and Jordan on Tues- 
day. 

Dr. Waldheim is due in Is- 
rael after visiting its four Arab 
neighbours and Saudi Arabia. 


Saudi F.M. arrives in 
Cairo with message 
from King Khaled 

CAIRO, Feb. 4 (R). — Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal arrived here today for' talks on the Middle East 
situation and to convey a message from King Khaled to President 
Anwar Sadat 

The Prince's visit to Egypt coincided with a Middle East tour 
by United Nations Secretary General Kurt Waldheim to disc us s 
prospects for the resumption of the Geneva Middle East confe- 
rence. 

The U.N. chiefs tour Includes Saudi Arabia. 

The prince was accompanied by Saudi Minister of Finance 
Sheikh Mohammed Aba A1 Kbeil. 

Observers here believe Egyptian-Saudi financial relations, in- 
cluding Saudi assistance to Egypt, would possibly be discussed by 
5heikh Aba A1 Kheil and Egypt Deputy Premier for Economic 
Affairs Dr. Abdul Moneim Ka is so uni. 

Saudi Arabia has been a major financial backer of Egypt, 
scene of recent bloody food riots. 


Senior Foreign Ministry official says 

Israel is not about to roll out 
red carpet for Dr. Waldheim; 
prefers Kissinger style talks 


TEL AVIV, Feb. 4 (Agencies) 
— Israel believes that the Un- 
ited States, acting as an inter- 
mediary, has a better chance 
of solving the Middle East con- 
flict than would the Geneva 
peace conference, a senior For- 
eign Ministry official said to- 
day. 

Attempts to reconvene the 
conference on the basis of last 
December’s United Nations Ge- 
neral Assembly resolution cri- 
ticising Israel will get nowh- 
ere, the official said. 

He stressed that Israel's opp- 
osition to the Palestine Libe- 
ration Organisation (PLO) was 
unshakeable. 

The official asked that he 
not be named or quoted dire- 
ctly. 

Although not officially pre- 
sented as such, his remarks to 
foreign correspondents were 
dearly intended to set out Is- 
rael’s views on the. eve of a 
visit by the U.N. Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim. 

The chances of American me- 
diation ending the state of war 
were brighter than those of 
Geneva because the United 
States was more flexible and 
pragmatic than conference pro- 
cedure, he said. 

This was why Israel would 
ask American Secretary of Sta- 
te Cyrus Vance, due to tour 
the Middle East shortly, to st- 
udy the alternative to the Gene- 
va conference negotiations 
for a gradual solution, the off- 
icial declared. 

The official added that U.S. 
mediation had the advantage of 
doing without Soviet participa- 
tion. Past agreements with Eg- 
ypt and Syria on withdrawal 
of forces resulted in decreased 
Soviet influence in the region, 
which Israel preferred. 

The next stage in the search 
for peace should be gradual, 
like the step-by-step procedu- 
res of former Secretary of 


State Henry Kissinger, he said, 
adding that it was a mistake 
to believe that Middle East 
peace would come in one dra- 
matic blow. 

The official reiterated Isra- 
el's notion of negotiating with 
its neighbours to end the sta- 
te of war between them. 

“Israel is ready to negotiate 
total peace with its neighbours 
but we listen very carefully to 
what is said on the other side 
of the frontiers, even what is 
said by moderate leaders like 
President Sadat, and we rea- 
lise that this arm cannot be rea- 
ched," he went on. 

Refering to the forthcoming 
arrival here of Dr. Waldheim, 
the official said Israel would 
welcome him with the custom- 
ary respect. 

But it seemed clear from his, 
tone that Israel was unhappy 
with Dr. Waldheim’s recent 
statements in favour of PLO 
participation in Geneva. 

The General Assembly's de- 
mand that the PLO attend the 
Geneva talks "constitutes an 
act reflecting the tyranny of 
the majority,” he said. 

The United Nations had he- 
lped to prevent wars or some- 
times bring them to an end 
but -had never solved a prob- 
lem of the scope of the Middle 
East conflict the official said. 

He reiterated Israel’s oppo- 
sition to the creation of a mi- 
ni-Palestinian state in the Gaza 
Strip and occupied West Bank 
but said Israel was not oppo- 
sed to such an entity within 
a Jordanian framework. 

He listed a number of rea- 
sons why Israel would not ag- 
ree to the creation of a Pales- 
tinian state between itself and 
Jordan. 

Firstly, he said, it would be 
no help in solving the refugee 
problem, it would create an 
“identity problem” for Jordan- 


ians of Palestinian origin, and 
would be a continual source 
of friction. 

In addition there would be 
no security infrastructure to 
prevent it being taken over 
by militants of the Rejection 
Front, it would be a political 
vacuum open to the influence 
of hard-line Arab countries and 
the Soviet Union, the ministry 
official charged. 

In exchange for giving up 
the occupied West Bank, Is- 
rael would ask that the terr- 
itory be demilitarised, which 
was unlikely to be met, acc- 
ording to the official. 

Answering questions, he ex- 
plained that the PLO charter 
calls for a “secular state” tak- 
ing in all of the former British- 
mandated Palestine, which he 
interpreted as the destruction 
of the f'Jewish state”. 

He said Israel did not object 
however to the participation in 
peace talks of mayors from 
the occupied West Bank within 
a Jordanian delegation. He 
made clear that Israel knew 
these mayors could be PLO sy- 
mpathisers. 

The senior official criticised 
European governments’ recent 
attitudes towards the Middle 
East as unhelpful and irrele- 
vant. He said the tragedy of 
Europe was that ft longer had 
impact or control over situa- 
tions. 

On current problems with 
Syria, the official said Israel 
was still waiting to be told of » 
the outcome of talks between 
the presidents of Syria and 
Lebanon. He called for the sta- 
tioning of Lebanese troops in 
the border regions of south 
Lebanon to replace Syrian tro- 
ops. 

He declined to go into deta- 
ils on this issue, adding that 
he hoped Israel would know 
of Syrian intentions wi thin 
days. 
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Anarchy and fiction 


In an Arable-language news bulletin this week, 
the respected and usually respectable British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) casually referred to 
demonstrating Arab schoolchildren in Nablus as 
“anarchists”. Assuming that BBC news bulletins are 
edited in London, and not in Tel Aviv, and assuming 
that the BBC news editors are aware of the fact that 
Nablus is under an Israeli military occupation, and 
assuming that the word “anarchists” was consci- 
ously chosen - - all reasonable assumptions - - then 
it seems to us that the BBC should t Jce another look 
at the kinds of words it uses to report news from the 
Middle East, and should take an equally deep look at 
whether it is not acting as an unwitting propaganda 
agent for Israel. We don't think the BBC seeks to 
promote Israeli views, and we know, quite to the con- 
trary, that the BBC news department takes great 
care to try and be as fair as it can reasonably and 
humanly be in reporting Middle East news. Thus we 
are doubly surprised when we hear the BBC refer to 
demonstrating Arab schoolchildren in occupied Pale- 
stinian towns as “anarchists”. 


The truth of the matter is that those “anarchist” 
schoolchildren simply do not have a fair chance to 
have their case honestly and consistently told by the 
international print and broadcast media, and the 
very act of their demonstrations (the BBC often calls 
them “riots") is testament to frustrations and anger 
generated by an Israeli occupation that is too often 
presented to the world, by the press, through Israeli 
eyes. 


When we see Palestinian schoolchildren throw 
stones at Israeli cars or soldiers, we see this as an act 
of resistance, an act of political confrontation and, in 
its own meak way, an act- of monumental defiance. 
The Israelis only see troublemakers. When the 
troublemakers are small children, they're called riot- 
ers and anarchists. When they are grown men and 
women, they are called terrorists, (When they travel 
to Paris, they become miraculously transformed into 
terrorist leaders and masterminds). This way of see- 
ing the events and the people of occupied Arab lands 
is the way the Israelis see things, and for respectable 
press institutions to simply transmit twisted Israeli 
visions of make-believe worlds is very much a double 
failure. It is a professional failure, and a moral failure. 


In the special case of the BBC, a government- 
financed semi-state institution, how far does one dare 
believe that the use of the word “anarchists” does 
or does not reflect official British thinking? How 
would the British people feel if we were to suggest 
that Mr. Churchill’s stirring speeches about fighting 
the Germans ori the roof tops and on the beaches 
were nothing more than the angry words of a trouble- 
maker who would not submit to the realities and the 
inevitabilities of his world ? Or if we were to suggest 
that the Free French forces under De Gaulle were 
nothing more than a bunch of terrorists indiscrimin- 
ately killing Germans ? Why is it that when this kind 
of stupid and irrational thought is applied to the cases 
of the British or the French it is recognised for being 
stupid and irrational, but when it is applied by the 
Israelis to the Arabs it is only picked up by the BBC 
and the 'other international media and transmitted to 
the rest of the world ? 


Is this, too, another example of how the Israelis 
have forced the normal discriminating thought pro- 
cesses of the world to stand on their heads and utter 
irrational phrases that are written in the deepest 
fear recesses of the Israeli mind ? Or are there people 
in the West, and perhaps at the BBC, who will dare 
open a dictionary to see what the word “anarchist" 
means, and who would then dare open their minds 
to see whether anarchy rages in those processes that 
are supposed to determine honest and responsible 
international journalism ? 


Is there really anarchy in Nablus? Or is there 
anarchy in how the Western world perceives the rea- 
lities of the Middle East ? 


We suggest that what we are really dealing with 
is fiction -- the fiction of “benign occupation” that 
Israel Gkes to cultivate, and the fiction of using the 
word “anarchists” to label anyone who refuses to 
accept the Israeli occupation. We expect the Israelis 
to do this, but we are surprised when the BBC plays 
aloqg. 


Is there nobody in the West who is aware of 
Israel’s deceipt, or immune to the imposition of this 
deceipt upon such otherwise venerable institutions 
as the BBC? 


Are there free men or women in the West who 
care to look into this matter ? Are there free men or 
women who dare? 


APOLOGY 

The Jordan Times apologises for the absence today of Bassam 
Blshnti’s weekly column. Absurdity's Loophole, which usually 
appears on this page, and assures fans and readers that it 
will reappear as usual next Saturday. 
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The Christian Science Monitor 


Technology sought for Arab arms industry 


By John K. Cooley 


The Christian Science Monitor 
News Service 


DOHA, QATAR -- Increas- 
ed oil revenues from the la- 
test rise in oil prices decided 
by the Organisation of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries CO- 
PEC) will help to fund a huge, 
integrated pan-Arab arms in- 
dustry in Egypt, Syria, and po- 
ssibly other Arab states by 
the 1980s, informed persons 
here report. 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Egypt 
are cooperating on planning 
and funding the first phase in 
Egypt This will include sett- 
ing up a plant in Egypt to ma- 
nufacture spare parts for Fre- 
nch Mirage jet fighter-bombers 
and probably computers and 
vanced signal and electronic- 
warfare equipment, the sour- 
ces said. 


When French Premier Ray- 
mond Barre visited Cairo last 
November, he confirmed that 
France and AMIO would join- 
tly operate aircraft-part fact- 
ories in Egypt. 

The debate, now largely res- 
olved according to Arab sour- 
ces here, has been whether to 
give priority in alio Ling AM- 
IO funds — with an initial 
billion already made avail- 
able by Saudi Arabia --to 
buy more Western arms, or 
whether to give priority to de- 
veloping high-technology ma- 
nufacture in Egypt for Egypt 
and ultimately for other Arab 
states. 


craft missiles in Egypt, and 
some further details were ap- 
parently settled during Prem- 
ier Barra’s November trip to 
Cairo. 


Technical representatives in 
Cairo of U.S. firms such as 
Rockwell International have 
discussed possibilities of simi- 
lar U.S. technology transfers, 
but these are still blocked be- 
cause of the opposition of the 
U.S. Defence Department and 
U.S. congressmen. 


As much as $4 billion in Sa- 
udi, Qatari and United Arab 
Emirates funds may be avail- 
able for the project by next 
year. Coordinating it is the 
Arab Military Industries Orga- 
nisation (AMIO), made up of 
these three Arab oil states and 
Egypt AMIO defence ministers 
met recently in Cairo to dis- 
cuss technology transfer and 
other problems. 

Egyptian expatriate workers 
and technicians in this and ot- 
her oil states of the Gulf may 
be called in to help with AM- 
IO planning, if they have not 
already done so. 


The debate reportedly has 
been resolved in favour of the 
second solution. Talks are un- 
der way with Western firms, 
including Westland Aircraft 
of Britain, which has been ho- 
lding long-drawn-out negotia- 
tions to build a military heli- 
copter plant in Egypt; Avions 
Marcel Dassault Breguet of 
France, which makes the Mir- 
age; and Thomson-Houston of 
France which manufactures 
missiles, electronic equipment 
and other advanced weapons 
systems. 

The Egyptian Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of War 
Production Gen. Mohamad Ab- 
dul Ghani Al-Gamassl, reached 
preliminary agreement with the 
French government and Fren- 
ch firms concerned on a visit 
to Paris last April. Thomson- 
Houston has agreed in princi- 
ple to go ahead with a plant to 
manufacture Crotale anti-air- 


The only important U.S. mi- 
litary sales to Egypt so far 
were of six big Lockheed C- 
130 transport planes last sum- 
mer. An Egyptian military mis- 
sion held some talks in Wash- 
ington and may have window- 
shopped for U.S. arms' systems 
early in December. 


Steps toward modernising 
Egypt’s existing but technolo- 
gy-and raoney-st.uved armam- 
ents industry are under way, 
with broad attention being gi- 
ven to computerisation. Skill- 
ed personnel for AMIO proje- 
cts are expected to come in 
large part from Britain and 
France. AMIO is studying the 
problem of marketing the pro- 
duction of such items as Mi- 
rage fighters. 

"We are carefully observing 
Israel’s big arms -export prog- 
ramme,” which includes air- 
craft, sophisticated communic- 
ations gear, and small arms, 
"and we plan to use some of 
the Israeli methods,” an Arab 
source close to the AMIO pro- 
gramme said. , 


William Scranton believes 


II. N. has passed low point, 
and is on the way up 


The United Nations has passed Its lowest point a nd Is on 
Use way up, according to former U.S. Ambassador William 
W. Scranton, commentating in a reflective interview shortly 
before the end of his term. Governments and diplomats, he 
says, are beginning to realise constant confrontation gets 
them nowhere. 


By David Anable 


UNITED NATIONS, NEW 
YORK (CSM) — Q. In Ver- 
mont not long back this re- 
porter met a farmer who said 
the United Nations did not 
"add up to a hill o’ beans." 
Is it worth a “hill o’ beans"? 

A. I think there are two 
things which are very impor- 
tant. One is the work of the 
specialised agencies which 
most people, including farmers 
in Vennont, probably know ve- 
ry little about . . . 

-f The other is that if you're 
going to do the three things 
that the UN was primarily 
set up to do -- peacemaking 
and peacekeeping, economic de- 
velopment and human rights 
improvement — It is extreme- 
ly important to have a body 
where everyone is represented 
(I happen to believe in univer- 
sality despite my vote on Viet- 
nam) and where they have a 
chance to bring to such an 
organisation all their interna- 
tional problems. 

That has been achieved. 
Practically every country in the 
world that has an internation- 
al problem now brings it here. 

However, you can't solve it 
here with 147 nations trying 
to work together. But you cer- 
tainly can bring the problems 
here. Then, it seems to me, 
it's got to break down into 
areas and organisations that 
can- work on them indepen- 
dently . . . and bring them back 
here for approval and so they 
can be implemented. 

Q. Does the UN really ref- 
lect ' the views of the rest of 
the world, or is it used as a 
propaganda forum for putting 
across a political viewpoint? 

A. Yes, it is used for that 
purpose, and we all know it 
is. But it’s interesting that the 
Assembly can pass resolution 
after resolution and, under the 
UN’s charter, they are not imp- 
lemented. 

Maybe that’s a good thing:* 
becausk it gives an opportuni- 
ty for getting a lot of venting- 
of -spleens over with, and peo- 
ple who are very upset about 
things can yell and scream and 
produce resolutions. 

But it is also used as a'pres- 
sure thing to have some ac- 
tion take place in perhaps a 
different forum, where some- 
thing can actually get done. 
But you come back to the point 
that, having accomplished this, 
someone's got to implement it. 
And if the agreement is not 
going along the way it ought 
to, there’s always this organi- 
sation to step in and help... 

Q. Is the balance in favour 
of the organisation in terms 
of stepping in and helping or 
stepping in and hindering? 

A.. Now you're asking a dif- 


ferent question. Americans get 
very upset about the UN be- 
cause they are used to the per- 
iod of time when it was pretty 
nearly run by the United States 
or. certainly the developed 
Western world. That' era has 
gone, and in my' judgment it 
has gone permanently. 

Then we went through a 
period of time, which we have 
not yet completely come out 
of, where colonialism was over 
with and all the emerging na- 
tions appeared. That has been 
an era of turmoil, of difficulty, 
of confrontation. 



The resitit is that mon 
more American peopkr- 1 
their work, for their jprbj 
ty, for their developni? 
are going to need the 
the world. 
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wmuun scramon, ratir BM U-d 
AtiStbossador to the UMteo Na- 
tions: The UN Is "b eginni ng to 
tum toward getting some 
things (tone.” 


I think, beginning this year, 
that to a degree people have 
begun to realise that constant 
confrontation gets you nowhere 
on either side. You don’t pro- 
duce any programmes that be- 
come effective. And some of 
us have realised that both 
sides, in some respects at least, 
need each other. 

If you want to get into the 
economic end of it, for exam- 
ple. the Third World does not 
need the developed world for 
its capital, its know-how, its 
technology. The developed 
world needs the Third World 
for its resources, its emerging 
markets. 

I think more and more count- 
ries, more and more leaders, 
are beginning to realise this 
and recognise that some kind 
of formulation, of mechanics, 
has got to occur that brings 
us together so we ■ can ipan 
out these problecSfe- and; work 
together for our mutual bene- 
fit. 1 think that’s the new UN 
you’re going to see. 

Q. But what does this mean 
to a fanner in Vermont, to a 
housewife in Illinois, or a sur- 
fer in California? 

A. One, that the chances of 
keeping peace in the world 
are greater. And that’s extre- 
mely important to them even 
if they are not thinking about 
it every day. 

Second, it means the begin- 
ning of the integration of the 
world’s economic relationship. 
And this means a greater po- 
tential for better living condi- 
tions, not just for the people 
in the Third World, but for 
the people in the developed 
world too: 
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French tourists pose for Or camera, after disembarking at Aqaba Wednesday. (JNA photo). 

Jordan receives 1st group 
of tourists via Aqaba Port 


l,;r fcsi', Feb. 3 (Agencies). — 
'i-t< aba Port will receive 
-tf- ships as well as car- 
* v_- ,1s starting in April, of- 
r .-.Cprces said here today. 

‘-'said a new marine line 
r.' h V Aqaba and the ports : 
, and Jeddah would gi- 
hfT’-^'ort.a major role in bo- 

JUrism in Jor dan. 

is near to' some of 
’■ £t important tourist si- 
kingdom such as the 
n Nabataean city of 
“ -id Wadi Rum, a pictu- 
--stretch of desert made 
• by Britain's T.E. 'Law-. 


ranee of Arabia. ! 

. A passenger station equipped 
with waiting and customs halts 
si being constructed in the port, 
the sources added. 

The first passenger ship ever 
to have docked at the Aqaba 
Port arrived there last week 
from France with 400 tourists 
on board. They passed their 
12-hour visit to Aqaba, by visi- 
ting the Wadi Rum, and Petra 
in southern Jordan. 

In an interview with Jordan 
News Agency, the tour super- 
visor said that the trip was a 
test to see the feasibility of 


such journeys from France to 
ports on the Red Sea. - 

“We were impressed by the 
quick handling of customs, 
passport, and security formali- 
ties, the efficiency of which 
are comparable to others on 
the Red Sea ports accustomed 
to receiving passenger ships,” 
the group supervisor said. 

After the success of this trip, 
she added, Aqaba will be put 
on the list of Red Sea ports 
to be visited regularly by tou- 
rists. 



Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf : Bringing a 
new style to a new ministry 
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French tourists 
(JNA photo). 


enjoy tbe pkturisqne view of Wadi Rum, about BO kms to the nort heast 


Four such trips are schedul- 
ed for this year she added. A 
representative of the French 
tourism office responsible for 
the trip said that maritime 
companies in Greece 'and En- 
gland will schedule similar 
trips to Aqaba in the near fu- 
ture. 

Three trips are expected for 
this year he said. He emphasi- 
sed the need for the existence 
of a group representing Alia, 
the Royal Jordanian Airlines, 
the Ministry of Tourism, the 
travel and tourism bureaus, 
and owners of hotels should be 
formed. This group will be en- 
trusted to coordinate with Alia 
offices abroad to study the 
tourist market in the countries 
they operate in, in addition to 
organising trips to Jordan, hol- 
ding meetings with Europeon 
travel and tourism bureaus. 

The cost of these operations 
will be settled jointly by all to 
counter the competition of the 
Israeli port of Eilat in that 
field he concluded. 

In a second interview with 
the Aqaba Port Director Gene- 
ral, Mr. Ahmad Fawzi Abu Nu- 
war, he said that the port pre- 
sently has. limited capabilities 
: ind i£ riot fulteequipped to re- 
ceive regular "ntessenger ships. 
However, we were obliged to 
have the French ship dock at 
the port to encourage tourism 
to Jordan. 

The new floating berth, will 
be ready in April and this will 
enable' the port to receive pas- 
senger ships without any delay 
in offloading cargos. 


By Irene 

At the same time both young 
and strict, affable and impos- 
ing, an art connoisseur and a 
competent state m a n ager — 
these are the characteristics 
that portray the new Minister 
of Culture and Youth, Sharif 
Fawwaz Sharaf, who talked 
with the Jordan Times a few 
days ago. While talking with 
him in his office, one could 
hear Albinoni in background 
music. On his desk is a beau- 
tiful Georgian pottery from the 
14th century, and two interes- 
ting books: The Art Manage- 
ment Handbook and The Age 
of the Democratic Revolution. 

Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf, since 
two months, has been the first 
Minister of Culture in Jordan. 
Before this, he had been for a 
long time Director General of 
the Jordanian Youth and Sports 
Organisation. 

Sharif Sharaf has chosen a 
new style of running his mi- 
nistry. Instead of the usu- 
al way of structuring it, he has 
preferred, for instance, to keep 
all the departments of the mi- 
nistry independent In his talk 
with the Jordan Times, Sharif 
Sharaf revealed the highlights 
of his cultural and ministerial 
conceptions. 

Jordan Tunes: , Why a new 
Ministry of Culture now? •' 

Sharif Sharaf : Jordan has 
developed in many fields and 
one who had visited Jordan 
ten years ago wonders now 
how much change has taken 
place during the period. In the 
field of development whether 
economic or social, the prog- 
ress is enormous. Unfortuna- 
tely, the cultural side was not 






* ; \{i ■ 


given enough attention. Prog- 
ress in that field took only 
small steps, whether at the 
government level or by indi- 
vidual initiative. It has been 
realised that a concentrated ef- 
fort through a Ministry of Cul- 
ture would regenerate a new 
spirit in this very important 
field. 

J.T: What has been rea- 
lised already during the past 
two months? 

S . S: Two months is a very 
short period, as you know. 
But 1 am very proud that much 
has been done in spite of this 
and of the administrative diffi- 
culties of a new organisation. 
And as you know, the first 
week after the establishment 
of the ministry, we had to 
host the First conference for 
the Arab ministers of culture, 
a conference of great impor- 
tance to cultural development 
and progress in the Arab count- 
ries. Almost all the Arab mi- 
nisters of culture attended this 
meeting. And we had repre- 
sentatives from all Arab count- 
ries as well as the representa- 
tives of UNESCO and Arab cul- 
tural and scientific organisa- 
tions. The work of the confe- 
rence tame out with a very 
important document called 
“The Declarations of A mma n” 
which stipulated a unified and 
clear approach to all aspects 
of cultural achievements. 

.Great efforts' were 'made by 
the newly.; born 'ministry to 
make this conference a suc- 
cess. And it did succeed. The 
impressions given to me by al- 
most all the participants were 
favourable. The organisation 
was done smoothly and effi- 
cently. Immediatiy after the 
conference. I spent all my time 
reviewing, studying and meet- 
ing with different representa- 


tives of different cultural sec- 
tions in the country to come 
to grips with all the problems 
facing our cultural develop- 
ment at this time. As an ex- 
ample, I had to make a speedy 
study on the progress and 
functions of the Royal Theatre. 
We made a detailed programme 
on the cultural events relating 
to the celebration of the Silver 
Jubilee of H.M. King Hussein’s 
accession to the throne. 

Besides, we have established 
for the first time a union for 
Jordanian painters, an initia- 
tive that has not been taken 
for ten years. The union has 
already elected its directors, 
and we have already started 
working the first Jordanian 
painting exhibition that would 
take place in June. I have also 
thought many times about how 
to include children in cultural 
activities. We are now prepar- 
ing a special section which 
will supervise and coordinate 
all activities relating to child- 
ren. 

A National Library and a 
national library system are of 
prime importance, which is 
why I asked the department 
of National Archives, which be- 
longs to our ministry, to be in 
charge of all the libraries’ 
work in the country. They have 
established a unit to identify 
and realise the objectives of 
such a new assignment 

I have also formed a com- 
mittee for the first exhibition 
of Jordanian books and books 
written about Jordan. This ex- 
hibition will be held for the first 
time in Jordan, sometime in 
June this s umme r. It will inc- 
lude thousands and thousands 
of books in Arabic and other 
languages, written in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. It will also 
present some of the very rare 
books and documents of the 
modem histozy of the Arabs. 

I am happy to say that all 
these programmes are proceed- 
ing very fast and that there 
are many others that will be 
announced in due time. 1 must 
tell you we are very busy peo- 
ple in our new ministry. 

J.T: What will be the gene- 
ral policy of the new Ministry 
of Culture? 

S . S: The main objective for 
any person interested in the 
cultural progress of his or her 
country is to see it enjoying 
and contributing to the cul- 
ture of the Arab countries and 
the culture of the world. We 
know we are a small country, 
but Jordan has got a very clear 
advantage. It is a liberal and 
generous society with an in- 
teresting outlook. We have had 
many cultural exchanges with 
different cultures and different 
countries in Asia, East and 
West Europe and America. We 
have a unique situation. Our 
people welcome and like to get 


involved in cultural events ta- 
king place in the world. We 
have very high percentage of 
university students and univer- 
sity graduates. 

I must add that we have to 
develop our theatre to encou- 
rage our writers, poets, pain- 
ters, sculptors. We have to 
establish a fine arts school, 
a school of music and others 
such institutions. The exchange 
programmes will not be neg- 
lected, either. 

We have rising expectations 
in every field, and we shall rea- 
lise them. This gen era i 
you will see, shall be interpre- 
ted into detailed policy. 



Exchange Rates 


Following are the official 
exchange rates in effect at the 
start of today's business day, 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian ffls for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
muc hit would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign cu r «*ncy : 
BBn 


UJC. sterling 573.0 

U.S. dollar 333.0 

German mark 138.1 

French franc 67.2 

Swiss franc 132.8 

Italian lira (for 
every 100) 37.9 

Saudi riyal 94.5 

Lebanese pound 110.0 
Syrian pound 82.0 

Iraqi dinar 940.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 1150. 
Egyptian pound 475.0 
Libyan dinar 770.0 

UAE dirham 85.0 


38.1 

94.8 

J12.0 

82.4 

948.0 
1155. 

480.0 

790.0 
85.7 
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JIMMY CARTER FACE TO FACE WITH GLOBAL REAL I T Y - V 


Abundance & starvation: Extremes to test U.S. compassion 


By Takashl Oka 


ROME, (GSM). — Remember 

BunglaHogh J 


How long is it since all tho- 
se pictures of starving infants 
stared out accusingly from te- 
levision screens ana newspa- 
per front pages? How long sin- 
ce those equally accusatory re- 
minders that while people in 
the rich nations were gobbling 
up more and more meat, many 
citizens of poor countries we- 
re fortunate if they got two 
meals a day? 


The nasty shock of 1972-74 
-- when world grain produc- 
tion fell by 33 million tonnes, 
the Soviet Union cornered U.S. 
grain exports, and wheat pri- 
ces quadrupled — is fading 
from memory. The United St- 
ates, the Soviet Union, even 
the Indian subcontinent, have 
had bumper harvests. World 
food stocks are beginning to 
build up again. The anchovies 
have returned to the coasts of 
Penj, increasing supplies of fe- 
rtiliser and feed. 


oblem of too many mouths ch- 
asing after too little food re- 
mains. 


Half a billion of the world's 
4 billion inhabitants suffer fr- 
om malnu trition, estimates Je- 
an Mayer, former Harvard 
professor and- now President of 
Tufts University. Another bil- 
lion could do with a more var- 
ied diet. 


And yet the fundamental pr- 



Two years ago, in Rome, the 
nations of the world assembl- 
ed in the World Food Confe- 
rence solemnly pledged to abo- 
lish hunger and malnu trition in 
a decade. 


It was a noble promise, but 

{m pfpmgf| fat fo w hap Taggpri sa- 
dly behind. The United States, 
the world's largest exporter of 
grain, has been entangled in 
sterile argument over how mu- 
ch control should be exercised 
in the international grain mar- 
ket. 


Other nations also have dra- 
gged their feet. For the pro- 
mise to be realised, a large al- 
location of resources and a 
restructuring of the world gr- 
ain market wiQ be required. 


The fundamental problem is 
that the developing nations of 
the world — in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia - - have sot 
managed to increase food pro- 
duction to a point where it 
can keep up with the growth 
in their populations and with 
the increase in their demand 
for food. 


From this failure arises the 
need: 


I. For capital investment by 
the developing nations them- 
selves to increase food produc- 
tion at least 4 per cent a year 
(43 per cent, says the Worid 
Food Council established by 
the 1974 Rome Conference). 


A little Nigerian boy, bowl taJumd, Is symbolic of the world’s 
hungry, most of whom live in poor, slowly developing nations. 
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2. For the worid grain trade 
to be structured m such a way 
that poor countries will not be 
victimized by sudden rises in 
grain prices, as occurred in 
1974 when both oil and wheat 
prices quadrupled. This means 
setting up an international gr- 
ain reserve that would keep 
price fluctuations within tole- 
rable limits, say between $2 
and $3 per bushel of wheat. 


The first point, which holds 
out the only practical possi- 
bility that Hie worid will over- 
come its food crisis, has be- 
come the focus of much con- 
troversy. 


Many experts believe it is 
simply unattainable. The deve- 
loping countries are not serio- 
us .about population control 
They are not interested in im- 
proving agriculture, but waste 
their money on prestige indus- 
trial projects. Their use of fo- 
reign aid is wasteful and cor- 
rupt, these experts say. 


Therefore, the argument go- 
es, it would be better to sepa- 
rate developing countries into 
those that axe capable of help- 
ing themselves and those that 
are not. The first category will 
be helped. The others will be 
abandon e d, just as those in- 
side a lifeboat would try to 
keep too' many others from 
clambering aboard lest the 
boat be swamped. 


There are others who main- 
tain that the present gap bet- 
ween the food needs of the de- 
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veloping nations and the en- 
ormous amounts consumed as 
livestock feed in the develop- 
ed nations (400 million tonnes 
a year, more than human bein- 
gs in China and India toge- 
ther consume) is the result of 
centuries of exploitation by the 
rich nations and that food, 
along with wraith, must be 
redistributed from the rich na- 
tions to the poor. 


couraging progress has already 
been made. 

In an issue of Scientific Am- 
erican last autumn, devoted 
to food and agriculture, W. 
David Hopper estimated that 
the southern Sudan alone, if 
drained of its swamps, could 
produce as much food as the 
entire world does today. 


These are spectacular pro- 
jects. Much more modest eff- 
orts, carried out on a global 
scale, could make hunger a 
thing of the past. As hunger is 
wiped out, population also can 
decline, even if living stand- 
ards re main modest, 35 the 
experience of China has sho- 
wn. 


met by drawing on this re- 
serve stock. 


Population growth has slo- 
wed, but the developing nati- 
ons are going to have to incre- 
ase food production at least 4 
percent a year if their food 
import bills are not to reach 
prohibitive levels by 1985. 


Finally, there is a third sc- 
hool — of natural scientists, 
aid administrators and deve- 
lopment experts — who point 
out that technically there is no 
reason mankind, including the 
developing nations, should not 
be able to feed itself. Popula- 
tion growth is restraiaable. En- 


Similarly, the northern part 
of the Indian subcontinent, dr- 
ained by three mighty rivers, 
the Indus, the Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra, could be made 
vastly more productive than it 
now is — perhaps yielding up 
to 20 metric tonnes of grain 
per hectare, or about 80 per 
cent of the world’s present 
grain output. 


Effort on the part of the de- 
veloping nations is ce r t ai n l y 
required. So is a reordering of 
priorities to give agriculture 
the first call on national reso- 
urces. Equally required is ca- 
pital. Many of the world's de- 
veloping nations are small. In 
nearly SO of them, the popula- 
tion is less than 5 million. 


But the storage was costly. 
The existence of the reserve* 
acted to depress grain prices 
and thus kept farmers’ incom- 
es low. Periodic efforts were 
made to clear the stock by 
sales of grain at concessional 
prices to developing nations. 


the world be protected in *■ 
me way from exorbitant *•' - 
ward swings of the inter 
Honffi market? - 


Now that world grain pric- 
es finally are high er , so the 
argument goes, why should the 
United States bear the exclu- 
sive burden of keeping a grain 
reserve? Why should not other 
countries share the cost, if 
that is what they want to do? 


In the final analysis, b 
on agricultural aid to de 
loping countries and on n? 
aging the international $ 
trade, the United States pf 
a pivotal role. The Axoerl 
rote is no longer dominant, 
it was during the 1950s 
1960s. Bat it remains essen 
and it has to be played x 
increasing subtlety and sop 
tication. 



They may have the will but 
lack the capital to carry out 
the projects that would trans- 
form agriculture in their co- 
untries. For them, capital as- 
sistance from the rich count- 
ries is vital. 


The counterargument put 
forward by international deve- 
lopment officials is that there 
never has been such a thing as 


Rich nations, poor uatl 
nations with off and net 
without, nations with foot 
spare and nations where 
nger is endemic all share i 
onsihflity for a world coa 
nfty in which the dferug 


This is the purpose of the 
International Fund for Agricul- 
tural Development (IFAD) — 
a bJUion-doDar fund, again pr- 
omised by the World Food Co- 
nference, which is only coming 
into being this year because of 
the time required to obtain the 
needed money. 


The development fund is un- 
ique because it will be contro- 
lled, in equal proportions, by 
the rich industrialised nations, 
by the newly rich oil-producers 
of the Organisation of Petro- 


leum Exporting Countries (O- 
PEC), and by the non-ofl-pro- 


ducxng developing nations. Vo- 
ting strength, in other words, 
will not be in proportion to 
the amount of money put into 
the kitty. 


But the fund alone is only a 
drop in the bucket. At least 
$5 billion a year would need 
to be transferred every year 
from the rich countries to the 
poor if the goal of an annual 
4 per cent increase in food 
production were to be realised, 
according to officials of the 
World Food Council. 



Eq uip ment operator watches grain empty from gleaner Into a 
truck In a Colorado wheat field. 
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Announces s special family dinne r 
of genuine Chinese cuisine' and a 
special menu for the New Year 1977. 
Special take-out orders. 


The second major task the 
worid community faces to wi- 
pe out hunger in the next de- 
cide is to restructure the in- 
ternational grain market. This 
is not as formidable a task as 
the first one, but it has run 
into a great deal of controver- 
sy between American officials, 
who wish to keep the grain 
trade essentially uncontrolled, 
and Third Worid advocates, 
who see the need for at least 
some limits of price to be 
observed hi the international 

marketplace. 

The American argument, es- 
sentially, is that for 20 years 
after World War II, the United 
States and Canada held the 
world's only sizeable reserve 
grain stock. Emergencies such 
as the periodic failures of the 
monsoon in India or of harve- 
sts in the Soviet steppes were 


a completely free market in 
grain. Domestically, food is too 
important a commodity to be 
left exclusively to the vagaries 
of the market, and many gov- 
ernments take measures from 
time to time to subsidise grain 
produaion when prices axe 
unreasonably low, even if from 
the viewpoint of the market 
it would be cheaper to buy 
grain from abroad. 


actions of a daternriftad 
could lead to the coQajt 
the entire edifice. 


No issue is more em 
rousing than food, becan 
issue is as basic to fodl 
and national survival. B 
same token, no issue cl 
ges the world cosnmmL 
act as a genuine commue 
does this one. ■ 


Conversely, governments 
ke action to protect consum- 
ers, or groups of consumers, 
when price rises impose * 
heavy a burden on them. 


* >*, 


Should not these principles 
be applied internationally? By 
all means, protect farmers fr- 
om grain prices that are too 
low to provide a reasonable 
margin of profit At the same 
time, if the worid is to become 
a genuine community, and not 
just to remain a market, sh- 
ould not the poorer nations of 


, . *Tf the .human rat 
agree on food, on 
they agree?” asks 
economist Dame Barium 
rd, in a recent book, (for 
to "Hunger, Politics, a»J 

ketO- 


“If those self-prodaimt 
ristian countries of the - 
who pray “Give us thi 
our daily bread’ axe no 
pared to give it to aayc 
se, they deserve the mt 
and collapse that follow 
too wide a breach betweu 
n dple and practice." 
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BY CHARLES B. GOREN 
AND OMAR SBA RIF 

©JfrrtyCWnettTrta*. 

• ASK OMAR 


i*; 

- u ik ^ - 

■' hv.-M '?* •■: 

u « 4U ' ' - ... • 

’ ** ^ i:yn a recent ■ game, the 
i-v 4 \ M At¥ring sequence occurred: 
>...$ “ “2 .- . £ 

• Ui' -. South West North 

■■» a! *-*»-' Dble.. Pass 1 4 
2# Pass 44 

:*■-> Pass Pass Pass 

.V ■! ■*’ V2hl’ 

Tt*^; spades was no great 
v -.V . ' r - ^jss. South held 13 points 
pur-card support. North 
■ s • ** i^e expected a much bet- 
"hsiand from South. How 
i single raise of part- 
suit show a good hand? 
B. Rogers, - Washing- 

-‘ 7 V--. , xc. 

' . Tien partner has bid freely 
* - uncootested auction, a 
_•• jof Jus suit shows a mini - . 

•..folding consistent with the 
: : i yon have promised to that 
y For example, if you open 
idding in a suit and then 
partner's response, you.do 
mise more than 15 points; 
er opens and yon raise his 
up per limit is 9- or 10 


play 

this 




auction shown, how- 
are not dealing with' a 
, from North: ■ South's 
'at double forced North to ' 
the auction, and he might 
done so with a complete 
Also, the fact that he made 
at the cheapest level limits 
rength of his hand. He can- 
lave more than -9 or 10 
with a stronger hand, he . 
|R have made a jump bid in 

I lien South raised North’s 
Ifpade hid to two, he said, in 
: “Even if you have a near 
1 tlunk we wiD make two 
is. And if yon are near 
nnm for your bid, we 
d have a play for gamef" 
viously, to be able to make 
a guarantee. South must ‘ 

, a reasonable hand- certain- 
- * 4 13 points which, opposite 
- .5 or 6 do not offer much 
- *xat the two-leveL The usual 
i for a simple raise by the 
~£ Mit doubles is 16-18 points, 
rr: Ser words, it's a hand which I 
u.s play for game if partner ; 
■p ome useful values. I 


Q.-How would you 
three diamonds oh 
hand? 

4 A54 
"5? 6 52 
OK5 
4QJ752 

♦ J 976 • 4 Q108 

OQ1083 <?KJ9 

O10 O' J 86 3 

4 A 10 63- 4 K 98 
/ 4 K 3 2 
S? A74 
O A Q 9 742 
' 44 


West led the three of hearts. 
— R. Jones, San Diego, Calif. 
A.— Obviously, if trumps break 
3-2, you have nine tricks on top. 
Therefore, 1 you must concern 
yourself with a possible 4-1 
trump break, for there is little 
chance that you can set up a dub 
trick and get to dummy to cash 
it. 

If West started with four 
trumps, there is nothing you can 
do about it. However, if Hast was 
dealt four trumps, you should be 
able to develop a trump coup if 
West's singleton is either the 
nine or ten. - 

Win the ace of hearts and lead 
a dub. Let's assume that the de- 
fenders win, cash two hearts and 
exit with a spade. You must win 
in your hand to preserve an 
entry to dummy'. Now test 
trumps by cashing the ace and 
king, taking care to end in dum- 
my. When west shows out, ruff’ 
a dub, cross to the king of spades 
~ and niff another dub. 


You have now reduced your 
trumps to the same length as 
East, and you hold Q-9 over his 
J-& You simply exit with your 
spade, and no matter who wins 
the trick, you must score both of 
your trumps at the end to make 
your contract. 




as 




THE RAGE FIVE FEATURE PHGIG 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEB. 5, 1977 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORDGAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


^“ramble these four Jumbles,' 
“mar to each square, to form 
'.rtSnary words. - 


JILER 



- 


" eiCThrlkC 

", 


P. 


YKAH 

m 



IG 



- ** 

- 

1 

mm 


Ai 

MHtfyiPiGE 

m j* 


n 




WHAT THE P1? E TTV 
MARE 6MP WHEN THAT 
HORSE TRIER ID PUT 
THE MAKE ON HEK. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested tv *ha above cartoon. 


to 

ilT 



* . . . uy y y n» 

nt surprise answer here: [ I I I I ) 

Answers tomorrow 

(r _. s | Jumbles: FEVER .TWICE HIDING BUNKER 

( Answer Lawyers have been known to win cases when 
they gave the furors this! — EVIDENCE 


BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 


you feet ridiculous? A. big 192-pound 
Bjrri-. . . by. a tiny Half -oc**4 price tog?" 


APOLOGY 

Jordan lYmei apologises for the non-appenr- 
* pee;. of tte daify. crossword- Our stocks have 
rim dr& and m the meantime^ we're 
ijwaifeg our j next batch from our suppliers in 
We shall resume publication as soon as 
Juorianly-pos^le. 




AUTO-CHECK -- Everything 
in this, the most modem mo- 
tor testbed in the world, is 
fully automated. Cameras 

scan the headlights to ensure 
that they are working cor- 
rectly. photo-electric cells en- 
sure that the wheels are pro- 
perly balanced, illuminated 
screens tell the driver that 
he should put the car into 
"neutral, brake or carry on 
driving. 

The new testbed was re- 
cently put into operation in 
West Germany, in a suburb 
of Cologne. To the technical 
expert this is perfection. Ma- 
chines do practically every- 
thing. 
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IS THIS 67171-2-3-4? 

I’D LIKE TO RESERVE 
►A SPACE FOR AN AD IN 
iTHE JORDAN TIMES... J 
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TONIGHT’S T.Y. FEAfURES 

MOVIE OF THE WEEK : 

OTLEY 

Cast: TOM COURTENAY, ROMY SCHNEIDER 
Bora loser Gerald Otley unwillingly becomes a spy. He blund- 
ers from one near-crisis to another, unable to distinguish his 
allies from his enemies. 

SATURDAY VARIETY SHOW : 
JAMES LAST STARPARADE 

A one-hour variety show featuring James Last and his famous 
orchestra. 


-H4M - ] 


■WWW* 


MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

Aa advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen [ 
I by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
(Don't you have anything to say to them? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
| advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
| at the Jordan Times- AI Ra’i building, on University 


LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to a 

conventional and conservative attitude and to your 
surprise will be able to achieve a great deal. Sidestep 
anything of a deceptive nature. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Don’t go off on some 
tangent and forget to handle important money matters or 
yon will regret it later. Make future plans. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Put aside the dull and 
gain the upsurge of spirit that you need ajL this time. Seek 
the company of good friends. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Seize' an opportunity 
early in the day in which you can advance in your career. 
Do some entertaining at home tonight.. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Take time to 
catch up on correspondence you've been neglecting lately. 
Use extreme care in motion today. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Confer with business 
associates and make long-range plans for the future. Use 
tact in dealing with others. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Don’t involve kin in 
whatever you have in mind today and it will be successful. 
Show that you are a cheerful and happy person. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Face any problems you 
have squarely instead of putting them off for another day. 
Avoid tendency to spend too much money. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Show that you 
appreciate friends who have been loyal to you and gain 
their esteen. Not a good day to run errands. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Express your 
ideas to experts in your line of endeavor early in the day. 
Avoid one who does not appreciate you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Engage in outside 
activity and make considerable progress. A favor 
extended a new contact can bring fine results. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have many 
responsibilities which should be handled without delay. 
Show true devotion to loved one. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be alert to opportunities 
in career matters that come up today. Take timn to engage 
in favorite hobby with congenials. 






ENGLAND 

Clayton 

"How would YOU like it if three big, burly policemen 
came chasing after YOU?" 





HtW NEVER WROTE TO ME' 
OR CALLED ME. 8UT I 
I STILL TH0U6WT ABOUT YOU... 
DO V0U 7RINK 4S3U LOVE ME? 


DO YOU LOVE ME MORE 
"THAN LIFE ITSELF? 


WELL, RlSHT N0U l'M THINK- 
ING A LOT ABOUT LIFE... 




- OiJT 
: AMD 
: A 1 D€UY 


THE CROWN : ROTIS.SERIE 


HuU-l Jordan lulurcoiilineu- 
tal. Open daily for Executive 
Luncheon 1-3 p.m. Special 
International Buffet on Sun- 
days. Dinner with live music 
from 7 p.m. to midnight. For 
reservation please call 41361 
«rt. 5. 


CHINES! 


RESTAURANT 


First Chinese restaurant in 
Jordan. 

First Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
the Ahliyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38968. Open dally from 
noon to 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 pjn. 
to midnight. 

Also take home service- order 
by phone. 


TheE) 



IPLOMAT 


First Circle, .l.ibal Amman. 
TeL 25592. 

Open from 7 a.m. to 1 a.nt- 
. Restaurant, coffee-shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and European spe- 
cialties. 


Restaurants for hroasietl 
chick on anj light snacks. 
Take home, lunch or .dinner,' 
total Amman, First Circle. 

TeL 21083. tobal Al I.uweib- 
deh, Zlawuz Circle. Tel. -30646 
Jabai Ai Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. . Tel. 217SI. 
Also In Zaxka and irbed. 



Fires Wings Hotel, Jabai 
Al I uwcibdeii. Tel, 22103/4. 

Clioice of THREE set me- 
nus daily lor lunch, 2 nd a 

la carte. 

Open 12-3 p.m. and 7-12 
p.m. Specialty : sieakE. 


She flintstones 




For advertising in above columns contact 
“Sout Wa Soura” Tel. 38869. 

Open from 8 ajn. to I pjn. and 4-6 p.m. 


MUTT AND JEFF 



THE PENCE IS E1SHT P^T ! 
HISH-ttXi WERE STAND) MS | 
ON THE GROUND —NO BOX 
OR LADDER OR ANYTHINS 
IN THE AREA-RIGHT ? 



[ THEN HOW CAN A SMALL 
MAN LIKE YOU POSSIBLY 
SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON 
ON THE OTHER SIDE OP 
AN EIGHT FOOT FENCE? 



















t 
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On Rhodesian settlement 

Smith seeks U.S. support 


SALISBURY, Feb. 4 (R). — 
Prime Minister Ian Smith today 
called on the United States 
government to help ensure that 
a political settlement in Rhod- 
esia did not lead to control by 
"the tools of Russian imperia- 
lism.” 

Speaking at a press confe- 
rence here, the leader of Rh- 
odesia's white minority gover- 
nment also reaffirmed his in- 
tention of reaching an '‘inter- 
nal” settlement with black lea- 
ders following the collapse of 
latest U.S. and British settle- 
ment attempts. 

He said his government and 
advisers were considering ways 
of testing black opinion to find 
which of Rhodesia's rival black 
leaders commanded most sup- 
port. 

"We believe .that it is nece- 
ssary to establish the true lea- 
ders of Rhodesia, democratica- < 
Ily chosen by the majority of 
the people.” Mr. Smith said. 

He refused to give details 
of his plan, or say what role 
he saw for the relatively mo- 
derate black nationalist Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa. The bishop 
claims he has majority supp- 
ort among Rhodesia’s six mil- 
lion blacks. - 

But the Methodist bishop 
says he will not make a direct 
deal with Mr. Smith even tho- 


ugh black African states are 
backing his rivals of the Patr- 
iotic Front -- Mr. Joshua Nk- 
omo and Mr. Robert Mugabe. 

Mr. Smith said British and' 
American government approval 
would be needed for Rhodesia 
to achieve legal independence. 
But he believed an International 
settlement would enhance Rh- 
odesia's position externally, 
"except among the communi- 
sts.” 

In reply to a recent remark 
by U.S. Secretary of State Cy- 
rus Vance that the United Sta- 
tes would not help the Rhod- 
esian government to delay bla- 
ck rule, Mr. Smith said : 

"We seek no American aid 
in delaying the advent of ma- 
jority rule because it is not 
our intention to delay it.” 

"What we do ask - - and I 
believe that we are enStled to 
it -- is that the United States 
government should use its inf- 
luence to help us ensure that 
the settlement we seek will not 
put into power terrorists who, 
without any shadow of doubt, 
are the tools of Russian imper- 
ialism and who say quite open- 
ly that they intend to take Rh- 
odesia through the barrel of 
the gun.” 

Mr. Smith blamed the Bri- 
tish government for the break- 
down of the Geneva talks on 


transition to black rule. He 
said Britain had become "com- 
pletely beholden to the Patr- 
iotic Front, that unholy allia- 
nce of terrorists, and to the 
black presidents who give them 
their orders.” 

Britain, he said, was being 
“led by the nose.” 

Mr. Smith repeatedly avoid- 
ed direct answers to questions 
about Bishop Muzorewa’s poss- 
ible participation in direct tal- 
ks, and observers believe that 
this is the key problem Mr. 
Smith faces in attempting to 
achieve an internal settlement. 

It appeared that Mr. Smith 
plans first to stage a test of 
black opinion before making 
any positive approach to the 
bishop on negotiations. 

Geneva Conference Chair- 
man Ivor Richard and the Bri- 
tish government were "doing 
everything they can to dissua- 
de black Rhodesians from hol- 
ding internal discussions with 
my government,” Mr. Smith 
said. 

He said the removal of ra- 
cial discrimination was being 
studied but it was a .difficult 
and complicated exercise; he 
gave no details on what mo- 
ves the government plans to 
take in removing discrimina- 
tion, but confirmed that it for- 
med part of the overall settle- 
ment scheme. 


France, W. Germany reach Israeli 
broad accord on nuclear ambassador 
arms, economic summit returns 

ARIS, Feb. 4 (R). — President. American anxiety over these to Paris 


Col. Mengistu asserts 
his authority as 
Ethiopia’s real power 


PARIS, Feb. 4 (R). — President. 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing and 
West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Schmidt today agreed on 
the need to stop the spread of 
nuclear weapons. 

But the two leaders did little 
to ease a dispute with Washin- 
gton over the export of sensi- 
tive nuclear technology. 

Endin g two days of talks 
here, they also reached broad 
agreement on their approach to 
a proposed Western economic 
summit which the West German 
side suggested could take pl- 
ace in London May 10. 

Dealing with the nuclear con- 
troversy, their joint statement 
made clear that France and 
West Germany would continue 
to provide developing nations 
with nuclear technology for 
peaceful economic purposes. 

While promising to pursue 
talks on nuclear policy, they 
gave no hint of any change in 
decisions to provide Pakistan 
and Brazil with nuclear fuel 
reprocessing plants -- the hi- 
ghly complex plants from wh- 
ich atom bombs can be deve- 
loped. 


ECONOMIC & BUSINESS NEWS 


Central bankers to discuss 
$3b. safety net for Britain 


BASLE Feb. 4 (AFP). — De- 
tailed terms for a $3,000 mil- 
lion standby credit to be gran- 
ted Britain as a “safety net" 
for sterling balances will be 
discussed by governors of lea- 
ding central banks here on 

Coffee picture 
remains gloomy 


ROME, Feb 4 (R) — People 
seem to be drinking as much 
coffee as* ever despite consu- 
mer complaints over its price 
and threats of boycotts, the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation (FAO) said. 

FAO forecast coffee produc- 
tion for 1976/1977 would fall 
to between 3.6 and 3.78 million 
tonnes -- the lowest for 12 
years, and 600,000 tonnes less 
than world demand. 

The shortage was largely 
caused by the crop failure in 
Brazil, the world's largest cof- 
fee producer, in 1975, and cof- 
fee production in general would 
not improve for several years, 
FAO said. 

The Italian consumer organ- 
isation Confconsumatori yester- 
day followed the example set 
by similar United States groups 
and appealed to Italians to cut 
down on their average three 
cups of coffee a day. 

But despite these pressures 
from consumer groups and ro- 
cketing prices, "to date there 
is no clear indication that they 
(consumers) are drinking less 
coffee,” FAO said. 

The present high price of 
coffee would lead some produ- 
cing countries to raise output, 
but this would not affect prices 
for several years until the new 
plantations came into produc- 
tion, FAO added. 


Monday and Tuesday, interna- 
tional financial sources said to- 
day. 

The central bankers at their 
previous monthly meeting here 
on Jan. 10 agreed on the out- 
line of an arrangement to gua- 
rantee official sterling balan- 
ces, involving the credit line to 
be granted through the Bank 
for International Settlements 
(BIS) and a British commitment 
to phase out such balances 
by offering the holders med- 
ium term bonds in foreign cur- 
rency. 

The sources said details of 
the bond issues would also be 
examined by next week's meet- 
ing. These bonds were likely 
to be issued almost exclusive- 
ly in dollars. 

As for the terms, the sources 
added they might have to be 
re-examined at a later stage, 
notably with oil-producing 
countries which are among the 
main holders of sterling balan- 
ces. 

Britain was expected to ap- 
proach these countries soon on 
this matter, according to the 
same sources. 

On the whole, the feeling 
was that no major problems 
were likely to arise over these 
"technicalities". BIS officials 
described the bank governors’ 
meeting as "routine". 

However, observers here no- 
ted that they would have to 
take into account the reversal 
of trends in the City of London 
caused largely by the an- 
nouncement of the Basle ag- 
reement and various loans 
granted Bri.tain to bolster ster- 
ling. 

Following these rescue ope- 
rations, the Bank of England 
is now faced by a massive in- 
flow of money and has had to 
intervene on the foreign ex- 
change to avoid an excessive 
firming up of sterling. 


Kuwaiti oil production 
registers drop of 1/3 


WALL STREET REPORT 


Prices eked out a narrow gain Friday on the New York stock 
exchange where the industrial average rose a little less than one 
point in fairly active trading. Investors were encouraged by the 
announcement of a reduction from 7J8 to 7.5 per cent of the 
unemployment rate in January and by statistics which tended to 
ease the concern that the Fed might tighten its monetary policy. 

Gainers led losers at the bell by a fairly wide 843 to 589 mar- 
gin, as most groups of shares closed on a mixed to higher tone. 
Auto, paper, tire and steel issues were among the stronger groups 
and General Motors rose one point to 75 in active trading. On the 
other hand airline and computer shares were generally weak and 
IBM fell 3-1/8 to 268-1/4. 

At the close the industrial average shows at 947.89, a gain 
of 0.75 points ; transp at 227.78, a gain of 1.12 ; utilities at 109.18 
a gain-of 0.28. 23,130,000 shares changed hands of which 4,240,000 
during the last hour. 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


Hie market closed easier after a moderately active session 
Friday. At 15:00 the F.T. index was down 4.1 at 401.9. Thursday’s 
Bank of England action to check the slide .in Interest rates promp- 
ted profittaking, dealers said. 

Government bonds were volatile, with short dated loans mixed 
but with a firmer bias. Longer maturities recorded occasional 
falls of 1/8 to 3/8. 

Equity leaders fell by up to 10p- Gold shares, Australians and 
dollar stocks eased. 

Falls of 5p to lOp were seen in Glaxo, Flson s. Id, Bats, Bo- 
water, Joseph Lucas, AP Cement and Thorn. Tube Investments, 
Guest Keen, John Brown, Bunnah Oil and Tricentrol were nar- 
rowly higher. 


Price of gold in London closed yesterday at $I3245/onnce. 


KUWAIT, Feb. 4 (R). — Ku- 
wait’s oil production fell last 
month by one third to 1.2 mil- 
lion barrels a day because bu- 
yers sought cheaper crude 
oils, Kuwait Oil Minister Abdul 
Mutalleb A1 Kazimi said here. 

In a television interview br- 
oadcast last night, the minis- 
ter said: “Defeat will be the fa- 
te of OPEC” if the present 
two-tier oil price system was 
maintained. 

Kuwait was among the maj- 
ority of members of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries members which 
in December raised their pri- 
ces by 10 per cent from Jan. 
I and a further five per cent 
on July 1. 

Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) rejected 
the majority decision and opt- 
ed for a five per cent increase. 

Mr. Kazimi said demand was 
weak for Kuwaiti oil last mon- 
th because producers of light- 
er (better quality) oils were 
offering theirs at cheaper rates. 

But he said the fall in Ku- 
waiti production from the nor- 
mal daily average of 1.8 mil- 
lion barrels was temporary 
and he expected output to rise 
this month to 1.6 million bar- 
rels a day. One reason for op- 
timism was that buyers of 
Kuwaiti oil must, under their 
contracts, balance their pur- 
chases every three months, he 
said. 

Kuwait raised the price of 
its single quality crude oil to 
$12.37 a barrel from Jan. 1 and 
has rejected demands by maj- 
or buyers to reduce the quan- 
tities of oil they have contrac- 
ted for. 

Mr. Kazimi said the history 
of OPEC had proved that me- 
mber states could only achieve 
their rights through solidarity 


and co-operation. “Defeat will 
be the fate of OPEC if a com- 
promise is not found to end 
the dual price system,” he ad- 
ded. 

OPEC price 
unity seen 

MADRID, Feb. 4 (R) — Former 
Venezuelan Oil Minister Juan 
Pablo Perez Alonso said here 
today he believed some oil ex- 
porting nations would be for- 
ced to cut price increases plan- 
ned this year. 

Senor Perez, nicknamed the 
“father of OPEC" (Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries), told a press confe- 
rence competition from chea- 
per Saudi Arabian oil would 
force some OPEC nations to 
reduce production or cut their 
price rises. 

"Either way, the consequen- 
ces for OPEC countries and 
the world will be' good,” Senor 
Perez said. 

Senor Perez, who played a 
large part in creating OPEC, 
said oil exporters were extrac- 
ting resources too quickly and 
losing revenue because of un- 
favourable foreign exchange 
rates. 

“Lower price rises or re- 
duced production can not do 
OPEC any harm,” he said. 

In Quito, meanwhile, it was 
announced officially last night 
that Ecuador will back propo- 
sals by Qatar’s Oil Minister 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ibn Khali- 
fah A1 Than! for a return to a 
uniform crude oil pricing sys- 
tem in OPEC. 

Ecuadorian Minister for Nat- 
ural Resources and Energy 
Col. Rene Vargas said he had 
been informed about the pro- 
posals. He added that Ecuador 
would support "any OPEC po- 
licy aimed at strengthening 
the organisation.” 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

N EW YORK, Feb, 4 (R). — Pan American World Airways has 
declared profit of $94.6 million for last year, ' compared to a 
loss of $46.1 million in 1975. The company said its 1976 profit 
included a gain of $102.9 million for debenture exchange and 
$8.4 million for extending the estimated useful life of its entire 
Boeing 747 jumbo jet fleet and the B-727s used in West Germany. 

VIENNA, Feb. 4 (R). — The Organisation of Petroleum-Ex- 
" porting Countries (OPEC) Special Fund today gave interest- 
free loans totalling $22.25 milli on to five African countries and 
Laos. Ghana received $7.8 million dollars, Ethiopia $4.8 million, 
Senegal $3.4 million, Chad 2.4 million, Rwanda 1.7 million and 
Laos 2.15 million. 

JJEW YORK, Feb. 4 (AFP). — The Port Authority of New 
n York and New Jersey has postponed until March 10 any 
decision on whether the Anglo-French supersonic Concorde 
airliner is to be allowed to land at New York's John F. 
Kennedy International Airport 

C AIRO, Feb. 4 (R). — China has offered to provide Egypt 
with economic assistance, the semi-official AI Abram said 
today. Hie paper added the offer was made during a meeting 
yesterday between Egypt’s minister of trade and supply and 
the Chinese Ambassador in Cairo. They agreed to form a 
joint committee of the Egyptian Trade and Economic Minis- 
try and the Chinese embassy to woik out details of the 
assistance. 

L ONDON, Feb. 4 (R). — Lonrho, the international trading 
group headed by Mr. Roland "Tiny” Rowland, today report- 
ed record profits of £93.4 million for the last financial year 
compared with £633 million for the previous year, according 
to -figures in the annual shareholders 1 report 

CTOCKHOLM, Feb. 4 (R). — The Swedish Inventors Associa- 
J tion has announced a new prize worth at leak 250,000 
kronor (£35,000) for those whose innovations help solve world 
economic and social problems, especially in developing coun- 
tries. Mr. Olof Wallerius, Chairman of the 91 -year-old 
organisation, said the first prize would be given for innova- 
tions that further regrowth of forests, speed up wood 
production and facilitate efficient small-scale use of firewood 


American anxiety over these 
two big contracts has put Fra- 
nce and West Germany at odds 
with President Carter's new 
administration. But spokesmen 
for the two European leaders 
indicated they had not sought 
to establish any common front 
against Washington. 

The spokesmen noted that 
both countries were ready to 
consult Washington, France, 
on the other hand, would re- 
fuse to discuss Specific comm- 
ercial contracts, including its 
Pakistan deal, in any such mo- 
ves, the French spokesman 
said. 

Both sides stressed that M. 
Giscard d’Estaing and Herr 
Schmidt had refrained from 
mentioning the disputed cont- 
racts in some four hours of 
private talks over the past two 
days. 

While the nuclear tangle re- 
mained unresolved, the state- 
smen succeeded in agreeing not 
only on the Western econo- 
mic summit but also on the 
need for tighter coordination 
of the French and German 
economies, and of £he Common 
Market economies as a whole. 

Kej OAU body 
backs . Patriotic 
Front leaders 

LUSAKA, Feb. 4 (R). — The 
Liberation Committee of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) decided today that the 
Patriotic Front of Mr. Joshua 
Nkoxn oand Mr. Robert Muga- 
be should be the umbrella or- 
ganisation for all Rhodesia’s 
nationalist guerrillas. 

After an all-night sitting and 
a heated dispute over who co- 
ntrols the nationalist move- 
ment, the influential OAU com- 
mittee adopted a resolution 
that it would in future channel 
all aid to the nationalists th- 
rough the front. 

But the compromise resolu- 
tion fell short of total recog- 
nition of the front and shelved 
a decision on the status of the 
two other nationalist leaders 
excluded from the front, Bi- 
shop Abel Muzorewa and the 
Rev. Ndabanigi Sithole, sour- 
ces added. 

The decision follows last 
month’s announcement by bl- 
ack Africa’s “front-Une” states 
— Zambia, Tanzania, Mozam- 
bique, Botswana and Angola 
■ — of full support for the four- 
month-old alliance. 

But during the six-day OAU 
session here which ended this 
morning. Bishop Muzorewa 
and Mr. Sithole asserted that 
they too had guerrilla support, 
and bitterly attacked the front 
line group. 


PARIS, Feb. 4 (AFP). — Is- 
raeli Ambassador to France 
Mordechai Gazit, recalled to 
Israel last month after a Fr- 
ench court released Palestini- 
an leader Abu Dawud, return- 
ed here this morning. 

He was met at the airport 
by several French political 
figures as well as members of 
his embassy and representati- 
ves of the local Jewish com- 
munity. 

In a brief statement, Mr. 
Gazit said he had been instru- 
cted by his government to ma- 
ke diplomatic representations 
to France over handling of the 
release of Abu Dawud. 

‘I have returned to Paris to 
resume my duties having end- 
ed the consultations for which 
I was recalled by my govern- 
ment ' 

"These consultations ... de- 
alt with both current affairs 
and new problems that have 
emerged between our two co- 
untries. 

‘1 was instructed by my 
government to bring to the at- 
tention of the French govern- 
ment our points of view and* 
our position,” Mr. Gazit said. 

Thanking the “eminent per- 
sonalities” who greeted him at 
the airport, the ambassador 
said their presence provided 
ample proof that many French 
wanted improved relations 
with IsraeL 

.Answering newsmen’s ques- 
tions, Mr. Gazit said that the 
status of planned visits to Is- 
rael by some French governm- 
ent ■ minis ters was currently 
under review. 

“The malaise created in the 
wake of the liberation of Abu 
Dawud was very serious in the 
eyes of the Israeli public,” he 
added. 


In-fighting over 
threatens to split 


PARIS, Feb. 4 (AFP). — The 
three-party “union' of the left” 
in France is threatened with 
a split because of in-fighting 
over the forthcoming elections 
for a Paris mayor and City 
Council. 

The Socialist candidate for 
mayor, Georges Sane, yester- 
day called for a meeting of 
the Socialist, Communist and 
leftist radical parties, to reach 
agreement on composition of 
electoral lists in the city’s 18 
voting districts. 

Leftist leaders have said 
they stood a good" chance of 
victory in the balloting on 


Capetown students demonstrate 


CAPE TOWN, Feb. 4 (AFP). 
— Schools in Cape Town’s th- 
ree African townships of 
Nyanga, Guguletu and Langa 
were closed today' following 
demonstrations by thousands 
of young Africans, informed 
sources said here. 

Several schools in Guguletu 
were attacked' simultaneously 
by groups of Africans wbo 
have been boycotting classes 
since Monday. They disrupted 
classes which - were going 
ahead with only a handful of 
pupils. 

Students have said the boy- 
cott will go on until police 


free students detained follow- 
ing disturbances in the town- 
ships last year and until there 
are changes m the teaching 
system. 

Police anti-riot squads were 
called in yesterday to prevent 
incidents at a school in Naya- 
nga. 

African teachers were meet- 
ing later today in Guguletu to 
study the steadily deteriorating 
situation. 

Meanwhile, the Cape’s regi- 
onal director of Bantu educa- 
tion, D. H. Owens, said today 
there had been no response to 
his appeal for talks with the 
striking students. 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 

F L AVIV, Feb. 4 (R). — Former Foreign Minister Abba 
Eban last night withdrew from the race to lead the 
Labour Party in Israel’s general elections on May 17. Mr. 
Eban said he was dropping out in favour of Defence Minister 
Shimon Peres, who is the closest rival of incumbent Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for the party nomination. He said the 
labour party was in need of new leadership if It wished to win 
the elections. 

MANILA, Feb. 4 (R). — President Ferdinand Marcos said last 
™ night there had been some violations of the ceasefire bet- 
ween the government and the Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) in southern Philippines but- these were committed by 
rebels who had turned outlaws. 

VIENNA, Feb. 4 (R). — The Austrian parliament has formed 
* a special 10-member enquiry commission to investigate the 
sale off 600 rifles and 400,000 rounds of ammunition to Syria. 
The all-party group, due to report by the end of March, will 
virtually decide on the political future of Defence Minister 
Karl Luetgendorf. The commission was ordered to Inquire 
whether the Defence Ministry was involved in the privately 
arranged sale, and whether Austria’s neutrality was infringed 

UONG KONG, Feb. 4 (R). — Chinese Foreign Minister Huang 
M Hua last night praised the People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen for supporting the anti-Israel struggle and working 
for the unity of Arab countries and Third World nations, 
the New China News Agency reported. Mr. Huang was speak- 
ing at a banquet in honour of visiting South Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Saleh Mutie. 

A MMAN, Feb. 4 (R). — Saudi Information Minister Moham- 
med Abdo Yamani said last night that next week's con- 
ference of information ministers of the Gulf states would 
complete discussion of the establishment of the Gulf News 
Agency. Riyadh Radio quoted him as telling the official Saudi 
Press Agenqy the conference, due . to begin in Riyadh on 
Monday, would also discuss cooperation and integration bet- 
ween the Gulf states. He said this would include coordination 
in broadcasting and television, exchange of programmes and 
films and the possibilities of joint production of programmes. 

M ADRID, Feb. 4 (R). — Spanish bishops have called for a 
government amnesty for an estimated 200 political pris- 
oners, but they condemned the recent wave of violence in 
Spain. In their communique, the Roman Catholic bishops ask- 
ed the government “to overcome all vestiges of past conflicts in 
our community life with the widest and most generous 
amnesty possible for politically motivated crimes ” 


ADDIS ABABA, Feb. 4 01). 
_ a violent upheaval in Eth- 
iopia’s .ruling Military Council 
has removed the third head of 
state within three years and 
reasserted the authority of the 
country's most powerful m a n . 

Lt. Col. Mengistu Haile -Ma- 
riam, a tough, astute officer in 
his mid-thirties, is now dearly 
supreme in actual power, and 
officially supreme as Vice Cha- 
irman of the ruling council, 
“the Dergue.” 

The figurehead Chai rm a n , 
Brig--Gen. Teferi Bante, was 
one of seven members of the 
radical military leadership kil- 
led yesterday. Two -young ca- 
ptains, recently seen as hedg- 
ing in Cot Mengftsu'a pow- 
ers, died with him. 

Ethiopia’s present “Socialist 
Revolution” began with the 
overthrow of Emperor Haile 
Selassie in September 1974. 

The Dergue’s first Chairman, 
Gen. Aman Andom, was execu- 
ted two months later with 59 
other leading Ethiopians. 

Gen. Aman saw himself as 
the new leader of the country. 
Not so Gen. Teferi, the dap- 
per career officer who had lit- 
tle real power and was never 
a member of the Dergue itself. 
At 55, he was approaching 
official retirement 

Coming from the Oromo et- 
hnic group, he had his name 
changed from Benti to Bante 
tc please the numerically smal- 
ler but traditionally dominant 

Amhar as. 

Gen. Tefbri, a former mili- 
tary attache in Washington 
and briefly oommmider of the 
Second Army Division, was 
known to many heads of state 
as Ethiopia's representative at 
meetings such as the Organi- 
sation of African Unity sum- 
mit. 

A courtesy call to his na- 
tional palace office, where he 
usually wore a dark suit ra- 
ther than army uniform, was 
part of most official visits. 

Paris elections . 
[ the. French left 

March .13 and 20, because . of 
an apparent split in the govern- 
ment coalition, which has for- 
mer Premier Jacques Chirac 
heading a Gaullist Party list 
and Minister of Industry and 
Research Michel d'Omano lea- 
ding a list with the blessing 
of President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing. 

The left is divided over who 
should head its joint lists. 

The Communist Party wants 
to head the ballot in five sec- 
tors where the left already 
bolds seats. But the Socialists 
oppose that idea and want - 
themselves to head the lists 
in two key working class dist- 
ricts, the 18th arrondissement 
(Montmartre) and the east- 
central Uth arrondissement. 

According to Mr. Sane, the 
Socialist Party has proposed 
the 18 city sector ballots be 
headed by eight Socialists, 
eight Communists, one radical 
and one leftist Socialist 

Comrpunist Party chief Ge- 
orges Marchais has meanwhile 
accused the Socialists of block- 
ing implementation of previous 
accords, concluded in June 
1976, particularly in 50 towns 
of more than 30,000 inhabi- 
tants. - 

With this in mind, the lef- 
tist radicals have called for a 
"summit” which would iron out 
all problems among members 
of the union across the count- 
ry- 

The Socialists have said an y 
such “summit” should be care- 
fully prepared through liaison 
committees, while the Commu- 
nist leader has said his party 
would take part in any effort 
to reach early agreement on 
ballot compositions. But a par- 
ty "summit,” he observed, 
would be put to best use as ."a 
celebration”. 

Mr. Marchais also said that 
if the left won the 1978> legis- 
lative elections, President Gis- 
card d’ Estaing should either 
agree to a leftist government 
or. resign. The left had not yet 
discussed who should head any 
such government, he said. 


The effective leader of the cc 
untxy was Cot Mengistu. 

The colonel has a reputatio: 
for unswerving toughness. 

He was involved in the sud 
den decision to execute Get * 

Aman . 

At the time' of the revoli 
tion, according to one repor >, f L 
soldiers in the eastern tow 
of Harax kidnapped his wif 
and children and demanded b { 
come to. talk to them. It 
said he ignored the thread it * 
and the soldiers backed dowt> k 

CoL Mengistu comes from 7 
small ethnic group in westel 
Ethiopia, and was raised 
an orphan by a family car 
nected with the former imper^ v 
.al regime.' 

Of the leaders who died, tw 
captains, Mogus Wolde-Mld 
ael and Alemayehu Halle, w 
re credited with changes in tt 
Dergue which were Intexpzi 
ted. as limiting Col. Mengistu 
power. ‘ 

Their deaths were regarde 
as particularly significant. 

All the dead except Ge 
Teferi were Amharas. whic 
suggested an ethnic conflI> 
within the Dergue. Some ot 
servers believe that the ethn 
line-up is as significant as pi 
licy arguments or indlviau - 
power plays. 

Israeli, Soviet 
envoys meet 

UNTTED Nations, Feb 4 (R).-. 

The U.N. representatives of.l 
reel and the Soviet Unto 
which have no diplomatic i 
nations, held a rare meetfe 
last night to discuss Midd 
East problems. 

A Soviet spokesman said 
took place at the Soviet U. 
mission and that it was at t 
initiative of the Israeli envc 
Ambassador Chaim Herzog. 

The meeting was the fb 7 
formal exchange between' fr=- * 
Herzog and the newly-arriv 
Soviet representative, Ambf ” 
sador Oleg Troyanovsky, wi.7 
took up his UN. post only * 
month ago. - c 

Other sources said the d- 
cussion lasted about an bo 
and followed an informal- cc. 
vernation , between the .two 
when they both attended- 
dinner Last month given by i 
UN. Association of the Un§ _ 
States. "7 

:»• 

CYPRIOTS TRACK . 
DOWN KILLERS 
OF U.S. ENVOY 

NICOSIA, Feb. 4 (AFP). 
Warrants for the arrest of eig 
persons have been issued he 
in connection with the 19 
slaying of the United Stat "■ 
Ambassador to Cyprus, Rodg 
Davies, well-informed sourc 
said today. 

The eight being sought I'" 
police were Greek-Cypric 
and could belong to the clan 
estine EOKA-B movement th - 
opposes Archbishop Makanc , ' 
the Greek-Cypriot leader, tl 
sources said. . - ■ 

Identities of the eight we -' 
not disclosed; but the sourc. ..... 
said two of them were no a.‘ ‘. 
five duty as police officers. 

The arrest warrants were 1„_ 
sued after consultations be 
ween police and the prosec 
tor general of the repubL...- 
they added. 

Mr. Davies and a Gree 
Cypriot woman secretary we 
shot dead here cm Aug. I . 

1974 during a riot at the U- 
embassy to put pressure < 
Turkey to halt its advanc:.- 
on the island. 

' According to evidence a^. 
sembled to date, the two we - 
killed by bullets fired fro. 
an unfinished building nfi — • 
door to the embassy, which i! 
in the Greek sector of -NicosK 

Investigation of the slayinv " 
had marked time for the la -- 
two years. But recent repbr^*,- 
said a film, made by America] iff ji/ s 
from within the embassy co, 
fines during the riot, had rj.i ' 
centiy been turned over yjv i 
probers, shedding new light < ‘ / 

the events. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Mi n i m u m 5 years experience. 

Good English, telex, typewriter. 

For appointment, call teL 42251, 42252. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

FROM AUTOMAT BAKERIES 

For pizza, bread & pastry 

Jabal Luweibdeh — Haonz Circle 

The weekly holiday shall bcTon 

SUNDAY INSTEAD OF MONDAY 
As trf 612177. 

NJ9. ; We have new Espresso coffee* 
Machine and electric. oven tar- sale. 






